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The Health and Welfare Sector Education and Training Authority (HWSETA) has partnered 

with the Afribiz Foundation and Ruo and Rui Medicals to ensure a highly impactful fight against 

Covid-19 by allocating R12.6 million in funding. 

The Afribiz Foundation and Ruo and Rui Medicals specialise in training rural communities in 

making hand-produced medical products. HWSETA has provided funding to train 13 

cooperatives and NGO’s and Community Development Centres in producing much needed 

equipment in the fight against Covid-19. Each cooperative is made up of 60 women who had 

little or no schooling, they come from households with little or no income.  

The HWSETA through AfriBiz Foundation has already rolled out a manufacturing of sanitary 

towels programme in Mpumalanga, which will see four key areas – namely Pienaar, 

Mayflower, Nkomazi and Waterval Boven - in the region receiving training and education in 

sanitation for a period of six months. This will result in the creation of 240 jobs, as well as 

financial security for the trainees in a time when job security is not a certainty. This training is 

extended to provide much needed sanitizers to rural communities.  

Additionally, the HWSETA has rolled out programmes in KwaZulu Natal – in rural areas such 

as Msinga, Amandawe, Umbumbulu and Mzumbe – and will be reaching the Eastern Cape’s 
Khalankomo, Mdantsane, Matatiele and Mount Ayliff  in the next week. There is also a 

programme running in Khayelitsha, in the Western Cape. Through these partnerships Vryberg 

and Mafikeng in North-West and Mamitwa in Limpopo will have these programmes rolled out 

as well.  

The programmes specialise in training for the manufacture of 100% natural soap, body lotion, 

toothpaste as well as reusable sanitary wear for communities at large. These programmes will 

together see a total of more than 700 sustainable jobs created. Currently, these communities 

are producing 70% ethanol-based hand sanitizers using natural oils and community resources 

such raw wood and crafted tools to cure the soap. 



Furthermore, HWSETA has funded two Community Development Centres in Msinga and 

Gauteng, who will each receive product specific training valued at R7 861 400 to produce N95 

and Surgical Masks, which will benefit the country as they will be priced affordably and 

sustainably, to the benefit of both Government as well as the private sector. 

“The HWSETA’s partnership with training providers such as the Afribiz Foundation and Ruo 

and Rui medicals will ensure not only improvement to health and wellbeing, but also having 

an impact to educate and protect our most vulnerable rural communities.  This partnership 

also has the ultimate impact of support to co-operatives in our country improving the financial 

status of many”, said Ms Elaine Brass, CEO, HWSETA. 

HWSETA will be ensuring that all necessary precautions are taken, and guidelines abided to, 

in order to ensure the safety of trainers and trainees during this time.  
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